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TEXT:  Acts 2:17 
THEME:  I Believe in the Holy Spirit 

1. Who He Is 
2. What He Does 

 
 “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people” (Acts 
2:17)  NIV84 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed begins, “I believe in the Holy Spirit.”  
“The Holy who?” asked the man in my Bible Information Class.  Spirits were 
something out of science fiction, and ghosts were material for TV cartoons.  
To talk to him about a spirit, and a holy one at that, would take some doing.  
But he learned and appreciated it as that Holy Spirit worked in his heart 
through the Word.  Later he became not only a member of the congregation 
but of the church council as well. 
 
Today on this Festival of Pentecost, the Coming of the Holy Spirit, let’s take a 
close look at the Holy Spirit, in whom we say we believe week after week. 
 
First we look at WHO HE IS. 
Don’t be fooled.  The word spirit does not imply that he is not real.  He’s not 
some faceless force flitting around out there, some impersonal energy that 
emerges and evaporates now and then.  Though we cannot see him with the 
eye, we can feel him with the heart.  That’s one reason why his name comes 
from the Greek word pneuma, meaning “air.”  We who use pneumatic tires 
and pneumatic drills understand that—though we cannot see the air that fills 
the tire and drives the drill, it’s very real. 
 
The Holy Spirit is a “he,” the third person in the triune God, true God with the 
Father and the Son, of equal power and majesty with them.  As a real person, 
he teaches the Word of Truth, glorifies the Savior who stands at the center of 
truth, and convicts sinners so that they realize their need for saving truth.  As 
a real person, he can be lied to—as Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, the first 
hypocrites in the New Testament church, discovered to their dismay and 
demise (Acts 5:3-4).  As a real person, he can be grieved by sinful responses 
to his work—as Paul warned the Ephesians not to do (4:30).  To those who 
don’t know God, he remains forever a mystery, “the Holy who?”  But to those 
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who confess “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” he is a necessity, a divine person 
just as great and glorious as the Father and the Son. 
 
Next we look at WHAT HE DOES. 
His work is just as great and glorious as that of the Father and the Son.  In 
fact, without his work all the efforts of the Father and the Son for our salvation 
would have been in vain.  In eternity, God the Father planned the redemption 
of a world he had not yet made.  In time, God the Son came into that ruined 
world and gave his blood as the ransom for its sin.  But without the work of the 
Spirit, none would ever benefit.  Salvation would be like some prescription 
gathering dust on the druggist’s shelf, with no one ever knowing about it or 
wanting to use it. 
 
Theologians call the necessary work of the Spirit sanctification.  We might 
spell it “SAINTification,” for that’s what it really is.  The work of the Spirit is to 
make saints out of us sinners.  No, we aren’t talking about him turning us into 
super-Christians who have days named after us in the church year.  We’re 
talking about real saints, people whom the Holy Spirit has made holy by 
bringing them to the fountain filled with Jesus’ blood and placing them beneath 
that flood.  The vital work of God the Holy Spirit is to create saving faith in the 
sinner’s heart, so that the redemption planned by God the Father and 
prepared by God the Son becomes his very own.  Without the Spirit’s work, no 
one could stand as “sanctified” before God or seek to serve him in his 
kingdom. 
 
My friends, do we sense the divine love behind our sainthood?  God didn’t 
merely create salvation by putting it into the world then leaving it to the blind 
working of fate for us to find it.  He didn’t drop it down from heaven then hope 
for our bumbling efforts to unearth it.  He knew there was only one way.  In 
saving love he takes the final step toward us and sends his Holy Spirit to 
sanctify us.   
 
Our confession, “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” is tribute to divine love and grace! 
 
Let’s pray about that together:  Lord, thank you for sending your Holy Spirit to 
work faith in our hearts so that we are numbered among your forgiven saints 
on earth and in heaven.  Amen. 


